
 
What is Emerge: In short The Emerge program is a “A Business 101: How to Start a New Business”. Through this six 

month program participants will learn the basic business/entrepreneurial skills needed to launch a business and help it 

to grow. Starting and running a small business is almost impossible to do on your own. Business owners need to create a 

network of individuals and resources that they can call on when they encounter a roadblock. The Emerge program 

provides hands on training for all participants. Participants will write a functioning business plan, meet and learn from 

business experts from eight different industries, and work with a business mentor throughout the program.  

The Emerge program will be offered twice a year, January - June and July - December.  

 

Who is eligible to apply? 

The Emerge program is open to any individual 

18 years or older who wants to be, or already is 

a business owner. Ideal candidates will fall into 

one of two categories:  

 Individuals who have a business idea 

and want to start a brand new business 

but don’t know where or how to start 

the process.  

 Individuals who currently own or 

operate a small business and want to 

take the next steps to help their 

business grow, or want to make sure 

that they have not missed any critical 

steps during their start up process.  

 

How long is the program? 

The Emerge entrepreneurship program is a six 

month program which meets twice a month on 

Wednesday evenings from 6:00 - 8:30 pm. 

Classes will being July 11th and end on 

December 19th. Classes will be held at the 

College of Sequoias Visalia Campus.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuition:  

Tuition for the Emerge program is $350.00. 

Tuition covers program binder and materials, 

small business resource guide, business plan 

template, 12 classes, presentations from 9 

industry experts, 2 instructors and a business 

mentor.  

*Payment in full will be required upon 

acceptance to the program.  

 

Emerge Timeline:  

 The deadline to submit applications is 

Friday, May 25, 2018.  

 Application interviews will be 

conducted May 28 - June 15, 2018.  

 Program orientation will take place on 

June 20, 2018. 

 Classes begin Wednesday, July 11, 2018 

at COS Visalia Campus. 

 Final presentations and 

commencement will be held on 

Wednesday, December 19, 2018.  

 

Participants must complete the attached 

application and return to Visalia Chamber of 

Commerce:  

222 N. Garden St. Suite 300, Visalia, CA 93291 

or e-mail to nicola@visaliachamber.org.  

All applicants must participate in a panel 

interview as part of the application process. 

 

mailto:nicola@visaliachamber.org


 

 

 

Application: 
 

Name _________________________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________________ 

Phone _________________________________________________ 

E-mail _________________________________________________ 
 

Running a business is hard, it takes discipline and enthusiasm. It’s important know that you have spent 

some time laying out your thoughts, considered financials, and that you are going to be able use the 

information from this program to create a roadmap to success. You do not need to have all of the 

answers figured yet, but we want to see that you are thinking about your short-term and long-term 

timelines logically and realistically.  

 

1. Why do you want to participate in the Emerge Entrepreneurship Program? Please choose one of 

the following:  

_______ You are looking to learn skills and gain resources to start a business in the future. 

 

_______ You plan to use this program to create and launch a new business in the next year.  

 

_______ You own a business and are looking to refine entrepreneurship/business skills.  

 

2. Why do you want to do this program now? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

3. As an entrepreneur you are accountable to many people including; employees, vendors, 

customers etc. To highlight how you can prioritize, communicate and plan proactively; how have 

you demonstrated your accountability to the people around you?  

 



 
 

 

 

4. The best business owners are on a continuous path of personal and professional growth. What 

have you done in the last 12 months to grow and seek information that will make you better as 

an entrepreneur and leader?  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. During the Emerge Entrepreneurship Program you will be required to create a business plan in 

great detail. We would like for you provide brief information about the business you are 

planning to launch or have launched. This will be a starting point for you in the program. Please 

answer the following questions in no more than 2 page.  

 
*The answers to this question will not be used to determine your eligibility for the program. This information will be provided 

to the instructors so they will have a basic understanding of each business idea and for the program to recruit appropriate 

speakers.  

 

- What is your business idea?  

- How/why did you come up with this business idea? 

 - Why are you passionate about starting this business? 

 - Who will be your target market / who will buy your goods and services?  

 - Who will be your competition (locally/regionally/nationally)? 

- What do you foresee as your initial start-up costs? 

- Do you plan to run the business out of your home/online/storefront and why? 

- Do you plan to run this business on your own, or will you have partners and/or employees? 

- What do you see as the biggest barriers to getting the company started? 

- What are two or three resources that you hope to gain from the Emerge Program? 
 

 

 


